
Chapter 9 Quiz 

MULTIPLE CHOICE. Choose the one alternative that 
best completes the statement or answers the question. 

1) The Democratic and Republican candidates 
for president are formally nominated by the 

A) Electoral College 
B) presidential caucuses 
C) national committees 
D) presidential primaries 
E) national party conventions 

2) Money earmarked for party-building 
expenses at the grassroots level or for generic 
party advertising is known as ___ _ 

A) matching funds 
B) hard money 
C) support funds 
D) campaign funds 
E) soft money 

3) If no candidate receives an Electoral College 
majority, the election is decided in the 

A) Elections and Campaigns Committee 
B) House of Representatives 
C) Senate 
D) Supreme Court 
E) Ways and Means Committee 

4) Some people have called the American 
electoral process ___ _ 

A) "the permanent election" 
B) "the never-ending nomination" 
C) "the election game" 
D) "the endless commercial" 
E) "the permanent campaign" 

5) According to the Textbook, in which of the 
following countries is voter turnout lowest? 

A) Canada 
B) United States 
C) Australia 
D) Japan 
E) Ireland 

A-1 

6) What is the most common reason given for 
not voting by U.S. citizens who are registered 
to vote? 

A) One vote doesn't carry much weight. 
B) The lines at the polls are too long. 
C) The candidates are too similar. 
D) It's hard to take time off of work or 

I 

sch eel. 
E) None of the candidates is appealing. 

7) The 2008 election was the first time that 
voted at the same rate as whites. ----

A) young citizens 
B) single citizens 
C) African Americans 
D) Asian Americans 
E) Hispanics 

8) What do voters find to be the three most 
important dimensions of a candidate's 
image? 

A) honesty, loyalty, and policy positions 
B) vim, vigor, and vitality 
C) integrity, reliability, and competence 
D) appearance, public speaking skills, and 

personality 
E) efficacy, civic duty, and trust 

9) One of the biggest challenges facing Barack 
Obama's 2012 reelection campaign was 
overcoming ___ _ 

A) the decline in support from African 
Americans 

B) his pledge to serve only one term 
C) the unpopularity of the war in 

Afghanistan 
D) the faltering economy 
E) restrictions on corporate spending in 

elections 



10) The Electoral College introduces a bias into 
the campaign and electoral process because 

A) less populous states are 
underrepresented 

B) more populous states are 
overrepresented 

C) all states get the same number of 
electoral votes 

D) less populated states are 
overrepresented 

E) each state has as many electoral votes 
as it has senators and representatives 

11) How many states employ a winner-take-all 
system in which all their electors are awarded 
to the presidential candidate who wins the 
most votes statewide? 

A) 38 
B) 35 
C) 48 
D) all 50 
E) 40 

12) In states with caucuses, ___ _ 
A) the state legislature selects the state's 

delegates to the national conventions 
B) supporters of candidates attend a 

series of open meetings to express 
presidential preferences 

C) delegates are chosen through the 
general election of a candidate 

D) candidates appoint supporters to serve 
as delegates 

E) party leaders select delegates according 
to their own candidate preferences 

13) Of the following, who would be most likely 
to vote? 

A) someone who thinks that both 
candidates are moderate 

B) someone who thinks that both 
candidates are very conservative 

C) someone with a low sense of civic duty 
D) someone with a high sense of political 

efficacy 
E) someone who sees few differences 

between the candidates 
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14) Which of the following was one of the 
requirements of the Federal Election 
Campaign Act? 

A) All candidates for federal office must 
disclose who contributed money to 
their campaigns. 

B) All candidates for all elections must 
disclose how they spent their 
campaign contributions. 

C) All candidates for the presidency must 
list the organizations that donated 
more than $1 million to their 
campaigns. 

D) Contributions from individuals must 
be limited to $1 million per candidate. 

E) Candidates for Congress must disclose 
how much money they received in 
contributions. 

15) Which of the following helps to explain why 
voter turnout is lower in the United States 
than in other democracies? 

A) The United States elects fewer 
officeholders. 

B) U.S. candidates tend to offer starkly 
different choices. 

C) The United States hold fewer elections. 
D) The United States hold elections 

midweek. 
E) U.S. candidates tend to rely more 

heavily on public financing. 

16) Which of the following has made it easier for 
contemporary voters to choose the best 
person for the office, regardless of party? 

A) relaxed voter registration requirements 
B) the media's tendency to focus on 

policy issues 
C) voter ID laws 
D) advances in information technology 
E) increased polarization in Congress 

17) The Founders created the Electoral College 
because they wanted the president to be 
selected by __ _ 

A) elites 
B) ordinary Americans 
C) members of Congress 
D) voters 
E) the states 



18) An investment candidates today MUST make 
is in ___ _ 

A) television ads aimed at the 18-29 age 
group 

B) a chartered jet for traveling from state 
to state 

C) a staff to set up and run technologies 
such as Facebook pages and Twitter 
accounts 

D) direct mail lists from previous 
campaigns 

E) professional pollsters to ensure 
compliance with all relevant election 
laws 

19) Research on political campaigns suggest that 
one of the strongest strategies you could use 
to impact voters is to ___ _ 

A) make sure your candidate is an 
incumbent 

B) spend as much money as possible in 
the campaign 

C) appeal to long-term party affiliation 
D) rely on the keen interest most citizens 

have in the election process to show 
your candidate's true worth 

E) expect that your campaign ads will 
convert those who formerly favored 
another candidate 

20) Of the following people, who is most likely to 
participate in a presidential caucus? 

A) a party activist 
B) someone who lacks political efficacy 
C) someone who is very busy 
D) someone who works the night shift 
E) a single mom 

21) If the president was selected by popular vote 
instead of by the Electoral College, which of 
the following cities would a presidential 
campaign be least likely to visit? 

A) New York, New York 
B) Los Angeles, California 
C) Chicago, Illinois 
D) Green Bay, Wisconsin 
E) Houston, Texas 
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22) Which of the following statements indicates a 
high level of political efficacy? 

A) "Voting in the United States is so easy 
that there is no excuse for not voting." 

B) "I should vote to honor those who 
sacrificed their lives to make America 
free." 

C) "I don't think public officials care much 
what people like me think." 

D) "Democracy is only democratic if 
citizens participate in the process." 

E) "One vote can make a difference; I 
want my vote to be the difference 
maker." 

23) Suppose your candidate is in a tight election 
campaign and has limited time and money. 
What expenditures would pay off best in 
gaining electoral votes? 

A) You should spend both time and 
money in battleground states that may 
go for either party. 

B) You should spend both time and 
money in states with the largest 
populations. 

C) You should spend money equally in all 
states. 

D) You should spend time in as many 
large states as you can. 

E) You should spend time and money in 
the states that have always voted for 
the party of your candidate. 

24) If you were a campaign manager, you could 
most likely count on votes from ___ _ 

A) voters you attempted to convert during 
the campaign 

B) voters you reactivated during the 
campaign 

C) voters from the same party as your 
candidate 

D) voters who paid little attention to your 
candidate during the campaign 

E) voters from urban areas 



25) Why is it sometimes difficult for citizens to 
engage in policy voting? 

A) Competing candidates usually have 
the same positions on issues. 

B) Candidates can be intentionally vague 
about their issue stances. 

C) The media tends to overwhelm voters 
with policy information. 

D) Election officials prevent using 
policy-based voter guides in the voting 
booth. 

E) In most states, citizens are not allowed 
to vote on policy issues. 

26) Why do winning candidates claim a mandate 
even though political scientists generally 
discredit the mandate theory of elections? 

A) Winning candidates want to justify 
their policy proposals by claiming that 
the public supports them. 

B) Claiming a mandate helps a winning 
candidate ease any hard feelings 
among the opponent's supporters. 

C) Voters do not necessary prefer all of 
the winning candidate's issue 
positions. 

D) Winning candidates are not well 
versed in the political science 
literature. 

E) Politicians think that political scientists 
do not understand how things actually 
work. 

27) Why do presidential candidates tend to focus 
their efforts on battleground states? 

A) The winner-take-all system makes 
battleground states more relevant to a 
campaign. 

B) Public finances for presidential 
campaigns can only be used in 
battleground states. 

C) Battleground states have more electors 
than they would deserve if electors 
were allocated by population. 

D) Candidates focus on battleground 
states in order to increase their media 
exposure. 

E) Battleground states have the most 
Electoral College votes. 
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TRUE/FALSE. Mark "A" if the statement is true and "B" 
if the statement is false. 

28) Most people pay relatively little attention to 
campaigns. 

29) A majority of eligible Americans vote in most 
congressional elections. 

30) The ability to predict how someone will vote 
based on that person's party identification 
has improved since the 1950s. 

31) The Electoral College overrepresents those 
who live in small states. 

32) Primaries emerged through reform efforts 
that sought to take nominations out of the 
hands of party bosses. 

33) The significance of the Supreme Court 
decision in Buckley v. Valeo is that it upheld 
restrictions on the amount of money an 
individual could contribute to his or her own 
campaign. 

34) Scholars believe that more Americans would 
vote if Election Day were a holiday. 

35) Voter turnout increased significantly after 
Congress enacted the Motor Voter law. 

36) Because of frontloading, you might find that 
your primary vote in Texas wouldn't count 
for much. 

37) Elected officials are less likely to pay 
attention to issues that are important to 
younger Americans because younger 
Americans are less likely to vote. 

38) The fact that we now have primary elections 
makes it easier for voters to know a 
candidate's issue positions. 

39) Mr. Knock wishes I would read the text 

40) In fact I always thouroughly read and take 
notes and review for all quizzes and tests! 



Answer Key 
Testname: CHAPTER NINE 

1) E 
2) E 
3) B 
4) E 
5) B 
6) D 
7) c 
8) c 
9) D 

10) D 
11) c 
12) B 
13) D 
14) A 
15) D 
16) D 
17) A 
18) c 
19) c 
20) A 
21) D 
22) E 
23) A 
24) c 
25) B 
26) A 
27) A 
28) TRUE 
29) FALSE 
30) FALSE 
31) TRUE 
32) TRUE 
33) FALSE 
34) TRUE 
35) FALSE 
36) TRUE 
37) TRUE 
38) TRUE 
39) FALSE 
40) FALSE 
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This is REALLY TRUE!!!!




